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SUBJECT: ERANZ JOSEF STRAUSS ON EGYPT AND THE MIDDLE 
EAST CONFLICT 

1. INTRO AND SUMMARY. CHRISTIAN SOCIAL UNION CHAIRMAN 
FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS SHARED OVERALL IMPRESSIONS OE HIS RECENT 
ONE WEEK VISIT TO EGYPT WITH FRG PRESS IN MUNICH MAY 23. 
STRAUSS EORESEES NEITHER A FINAL SETTLEMENT NOR RENEWED 
ARMED CONFLICT IN MIDDLE EAST IN 1977. HE CHARACTERIZED 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S REACTION TO VICTORY OF BEGIN AND LIKUD 

AS UNDRAMATIC. END SUMMARY. 

2. SADAT ON BEGIN. STRAUSS TOLD PRESS THAT EGPYTIAN PRESIDENT 
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SADAT DID NOT REPEAT NOT REGARD VICTORY OF BEGIN AS A 
"DRAMATIC" DEVELOPMENT. IN STRAUSS' VIEW, SADAT CONTINUES 
TO BELIEVE OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS OE MIDDLE EAST ARE SOLUBLE 
BY NEGOTIATION. (STRAUSS MET WITH SADAT ON MAY 20.) 

3. THREE SALIENT ASPECTS OE MIDDLE EAST SITUATION. STRAUSS 
SEES MIDDLE EAST SITUATION AS CHARACTERIZED BY THREE MAJOR 
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ASPECTS, TWO OF WHICH HAVE EXISTED FOR SOME TIME AND THIRD 
OF WHICH HAS ARISEN ONLY RECENTLY. THE FIRST ASPECT CAN 
BE DESCRIBED AS "PEACE FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE." ALTHOUGH 
PAST ARAB-ISRAELI WARS WERE "DESERT WARS" RESULTING IN 
FEW CIVILIAN CASUALTIEIS LATER GENERATION WEAPONS WHICH 
WOULD BE USED IN ANY NEW WAR WOULD CAUSE WIDESPREAD DE- 
VASTATION OF POPULATED AREAS. SECOND ASPECT IS THAT 
ALL STATES IN AREA FACE SERIOUS ECONOMIC, FINANCIAL AND 
SOCIETAL (SPECIALLY LATTER) PROBLEMS WHICH A NEW WAR WOULD 
ONLY MULTIPLY AND EXACERBATE. EXACERBATION OF THESE 
PROBLEMS COULD ONLY SERVE INTEREST OF ONE GREAT POWER, 

E. G. MOSCOW. THIRD AND NEW ASPECT IS THAT EGYPT HAS 
DECLARED ITSELF OPENLY AS AN AFRICAN POWER WHICH BEARS 
SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR AFRICAN PROBLEMS. 

4. NO FINAL SETTLEMENT IN 1977. ALTHOUGH HE FORESEES NO 
REPEAT NO NEW OUTBREAK OF WAR IN 1977, STRAUSS DOES NOT 
EXPECT FINAL SETTLEMENT THIS YEAR. HE CONSIDERS IT POSSIBLE, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE "SWITCHES" WHICH DETERMINE FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS IN ARAB-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE SET 

IN 1977. ECHOING MANY OTHER OBSERVERS, STRAUSS IDENTIFIED 
EVOLUTION OF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE BETWEEN ARABS AND ISRAELIS 
AS ELEMENT MOST CRUCIAL TO LONG-TERM SETTLEMENT. 

5. COMMENT. STRAUSS DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE RESTRAINT 
IN CONVEYING HIS IMPRESSIONS OF SADAT AND MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION. HE REFRAINED FROM MAKING SUGGESTIONS OR EVEN 
DRAWING INFTIATIONS FOR FINAL 

MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT SHOULD BE PURSUED. WE GAINED 
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IMPRESSION THAT BY EMPHASIZING EGYPT'S BROADENED VIEW OF 
ITS INTERNATONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, STRAUSS WAS 
SUGGESTING THAT EGYPT LEADERS NOW SEE MIDDLE EAST 
PROBLEM WITH NEW, LARGER SENSE OF PERSPECTIVE AND 
PROPORTION.BETTS 
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